\ defence for the weber veſſel, bein 
fit for Widdowes, Wives, 
. _- others, to read or hears. 
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To all the good women inEnglan 
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of what degree ſoever. 


Adam, or Miſftris, Dame, or courteous Maid 
Tour vertues bere in brief I bave diſplay d; 
If you be pleas'd theſe lines to over-looke, 
be ſweet ſakes I pend this little Book, 

In ſpight of envie, who ſo barſb did write, 
Seeking for to eclipſe mur glory quite; 
But yew, like ſilver Cinthia dee appeare 
Unts your Pheœbus, uſber of the yeare ; 
Or like thoſe golden Stars jo bright that ſhines, 
which ſpacious Heaven in its Orbe combines; 
To you, faire Soules,this Vork I dedicate, 
Becauſe that malice, vertue ftill doth hate. 

T am no Pimp nor Champion for a Whore, 
To uſber Puncks, or ina Taverne roare, 
The wrongs of «lf good women Twould right, 
I amyour Champion, and for you ik fight ; 
My Sword and Pen your bonours ſpall maintains, 
Saluting you, I reſt, yet ſtil remaine 


The admirer of your vertues, 


I. 4s 


aid 
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all theſe, and moꝛe are 
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The good Womans Champion 
Or, 

A defence for the weaker Veſſell. 

Entle Reader, oz Hearer, J knob it is a 


as certaine there 


Bomes give a harſh cenſure on this enfaing 
Recs which il they do J care ſhe lee, be⸗ 


canſe the matter which 3 wzite of is hene, 


— — of harmilefſe and verfnous 
omen. 

' Therefs;e when J confivered the manifold 
aſperſions, bitter taunts, envious revilings, 
flanderous raplings, and malignant 


would be accounted men) againſt pooze harm. 
leſle. filly, and weake wonicn, who are not a⸗ 
ble with that little pete of flev, called their 
Tongue, (which is their chicfe defence oz 


themſelves, in wziting the injuries and ſcans 
dals daily dfvulged abzoad in fanfaſtick Pams 
phlets e Uerſes, as the Bear- baiting ef women, 


the Parliament of Women, the Woman-hater. 
the Goſſips meeting, the Crab- tree Lecture, vi- 


negar and Muſtard, and — what: fo2 
pightfully hy 
ag 
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dard taske to pleaſe all fancies, and J 
are manylſnarling critics u 
this age, that willout of their malicfaus wiſe ; | 


of ſome inveterate fll-bred Spirits ( which 


weapon) to expreſſe, a other wile to vinyfcate. 


< > 1 p * a P . , 
* * F * 
| 1 p bes 
' he 


4 
"43+ 7 


_y : 


* 4 
' N | 
N 


* 


andy 15 15 | 
uſtrate and let fozth J cannot, either with 
| Cpeech; oz in wziting. 
Thoſe men J ſay, (whole tongues are like a 
| donble-edgedſwo2d, their pens made of Gale⸗ 
. qufls, their inke of Galls, amd their bzaines 
1 avled. who hath neither charity wiſdom, oz mo: 
| deftp)they ſarely fo:get that ever they came ofa 
or had a mother, who — God uit 
ave them life, nouriſhed them in her 
Gem into the wozld with paine, and like 
e Pelitan, fed them with her own blod, and 
ed them with care e induſtry ; ſuch men may 
y fitly be compared to the Uiper. that de⸗ 
eth the wombe that bare them, and we all 
w that ingratttude is a er, and 
which bzought foꝛth ſach an aboztive birth 
eee was ſarelp delivered befoze 


ö [ae 2 eh 4 
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— of Architecture that ever was nw 
upon the face of the earth, andframed b by the 
be twozkiman — foz when ſhe 
firft created oz boꝛne, ſhe was not a childe 
infant but a perfect and compleat woman; n 
ther was ſhe made of baſe earth o2 clay as man 
was. but of the pure ot her PÞysbonds fleſh 
and bled, being a rib taken out of his fide, and 
next of all to his beatt, and therefoze (in my 
. opinion) it is againſt nature, na * — 
' Aawof God, fo abuſe oꝛ hurt the | 
Qeirown fleſh and blood, as to many do, which 


A woman was the moſt beautifull and rare | 


* herein the old pꝛo⸗ 
verb is trulp verified, that che weakeſt till 
goes to the walls, and a low hedge is ſoon ſtept 
Over. 


Therefs:e Zou (ater mM — — and 


others, that 1 
women, it vou would — 5 —— paste vie 
latreds criptures, where you may find ſutſci⸗ 
ent pzofe that they ought to have moꝛe due te⸗ 
ſpec allotted them 2 hos ſome of pou any ce ace 
knowledge, oz pzofcfſe eee 
although man be the head, and is ( 02 ought to fo 
be) endued with moze wildome and ffren h 
then a weak woman, yet he ought-nof to 
umph over, oz in _ ſo har mleſſe a Sonl, with⸗ 
out whom man by no means can ſubſi ſt; foz 
did not Ood ſay ot Adam in the creatton, It is 
not good for man to be alone; And further, God 
12 ith I will make him an Helper meet for him; 
therefore ſhall a man leaye his father, and mo- 
ther and ſhallcleave unto his wife and they ſhall 


be one fleſh. Thus you may yer * — * 


ceſſary is the wert ſociety ; 102 he i 
vertuous woman to her Dusband, 
his helper at all afſates., rm careful of * 
camily. keeping him neat and decent _ = 
wollen, linnen, and other necefſaries 
in d2eſſin his dyet, and a loving 1 badi 
both in ſi ckneſſe and health; where foʒe a man 
oucht to love his wife above all tz wo21d, thep 
being (as the Lo2d ſaffh one feth. 

If von will heare what . Paul ſaith of a 


woman, it is thus; A Woman ig the glorv of 
man, 
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| man. And Solomon 
vertuous woman is a crowne to her Husband; 
nowik a woman be a glozy fo her husband, 
bow ts that man bleſf which enzoyeth ſuch a 
wife, who doch crown his heart with variety of 
content; ſhe, line the fruiffull Wine bzingeth 
fozth ſwet childꝛen (which are the bleſſings 
of God) being the fruit of their owne loynes, 


* 


x \ ae. K 
ade wle lt of men) 


of 
. 
* 
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thers name to the end of the woꝛld by their pos 
erity: And the wiſe man further ſaith, W ho 
o findeth fuch a wife, obtaineth favour of the 
Lord, O ten thouſand times happy ts that 
man, that with a wife can obtain ſuch heaven⸗ 
ly favour ; but Solomon further addeth, that 
the price of a vertuous woman is far above Ru- 
bies, and let her be as the loving Hind, and plea- 
fant Roe, and be thou raviſht alwaics with her 
love. | 4 
It is the common cuſtome now adaies a 
mong molt men tohearken after wi bes with a 
great poztion, t rich friends, never regarding 
bow ſhe is qualified, o2 whether ſhe be addic⸗ 
ed to vertue oꝛ vice, but wealth is the chfefe 
mark at which they ayme,+ ſometimes they hit 
the white they ſhot at, yet come hom by wer ping 
croſſe; but a poꝛe woman, be ſhe never fover- 
tuous, is not regarded with them but pou have 
heard het price. and how high a rate the wile 
man doth velue her at; pet foz all this (though 
a god woman be as lobing as the Pind, and 
geaſant as the Roe to her Husband, ſxking 
ay all means pol ble ſhe can to pleaſe ay" 


- 
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e 
faith, 4 


who pꝛeſer veth (it the Lozd pleaſe ) their Fa- 


husb; 


N 
* 


Thele woꝛds 
there ſhoald bea kinde of! 
allowed to their wives, and t 


bo 


bicfiities (ff ſhe have any) becanſe ſhe 

dis the weaker Ueſſell; foz God hath 

toyned them together as one body, that they 

mould both be heir es to inherit the grace of e- 
ternall lite; foz where man and wire doth live 
in unity and peace, their prayers no doubt ſhall 
be heard. 

Sf. Paul waiting fo fhe Epheſians ſaffhthus; 
Husbands, love your wives, even as Chriſt alſolo- 
ved the Church, and gave hiimſelſe for it. And in 

44 another 
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Aenne r 
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to — and 15 ththomto mark with 
reverence,a g if to their heart ot whom. |. 
he ſpeaketh, aud his compariſon, which is the 
Church; foz he contureth them by no leſſe 
then bit. the bleſſed on ol God, our Sa 
vionr and R edeemer, who gave bis life fo2 us, 
2 e our ſinfull Qonles from Hell and 

8 a deep, yet a {weet of 
ase — fo be 


Apoſtle alſo erboztet 

ter totheir wives. but 
there are tw many now adayes that will not 
hearken to his counſell, but J will uſe the! 
woꝛds ol Solomon, who h thus; A conten- 
tious man is apt to Kindle {trife, and hatred ſtirs 
reth up contentions, but love covereth all tre 
palles. 2 

This ſaying of the wiſe man methi 

ſhould quell thoſe foliſh,mens follies. wIRYg 
utter and w2ite ſuch invectives, and kantaſtic  : 
revilings, faunts, and icfts againſt women, 
fo2 theſe are thoſe wicked ſpirits the Devills 
Agents, which ſoweth diſco2d, and bzeedeth 
contentions, kindling the coles of ſtrife, has: 
fred, and dildaſne in divers families bet wixt 
man end wife ne ver perſwading fo peace, love 
02 unity, which ſhould hide and cover _ 1 
meſtit 


G a An. co ... . . 


P . 


— {oz ncthing, but. let them know thug 
much, chat a won an is thy of a far better 
reſpect, to: ſhe is th veſſell of eternity, ant is 
(93 ought tobe) the cloſct o2 cabinet of a mans 
heart, bis ſummum bonum, oz his All in all, bis 
chicfeſt « ecretarÞ,o: his lecond ſelfe ; fo2 (as 
it is ſaid) they are one fleſn, pet ſome ſnat ling 
tritic ks there are who wil not biuch to ſay, ſhat 
unto a woman we ſhould re beate no ſectet, oz 
that they hardly ever haard oz read of a dif- 
criet, vertuous, 02 wile woman; To anſwer 
them in bꝛiet among ſt many, let them but loke 
into the fir f of Samuc!, -where-they max 
it w2itten thus: | e 
Abigall was a woman of good underſtanding; 
but her husband Naball was churlith, and evill 
in his doings, Nom, it ſhe had not bin a woman 
of wiſdome under ſtanding, David hadflame 
her husband and e very one ot his ſer vants, ( la 
his hay, great) which Abigall, fo her 
wil dome, David did marry after her husbands 
death. Aiſo in the ſecond of Samuel you ma 
read, how a wile woman ſa ved the City from 
deſtrudton wien it was beſieged by Joab. 
Like wile, did not Holeturnes and his ſervants 
"| marvelilet the wiſdome of )}nderh, and ſhe at᷑- 
ter wards ſaved the City / when he had befiey- 
gedit by cutting off his head; Alſo, Boaz ſaſi 
„ to Ruth, All the city of my people doth know 
t that thou art a vertuous Woman. And was not 
e | Suſanna a berfuons woman, that would rather 
o- | ſuffcr death then peeld to the vitlous and wics 


nenen eee 
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tarrs oꝛ treſpaſſes; ant they maks as 
gh a woman were but as ameete cipher, | 


ked 


1 
2 
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(the Redemer of 
- viour Ch2tilt Jeſus ; Ailo, did not dfvers ws: 


bzought fozth | 
Pankinde) our bleed Sa. 


men follow Chʒiſt. and miniftred unto him be · 

| at his death? to whom he appeared 
at his Reſurrection : And did not Pilates wife ,, 
foze-warne ber husband to habe nothing to doe 
with Chꝛiſts death e ⸗ 

Having thus bzieflp witten of ſome verfu- |, 
ous, god, and diſcræt wives women, A think 

it not amiſſe to ſay a little in defence of vertu. 
ous Uirgins and Paids; In the 22. of Deut. 

it ia ſaid, T hat they are to be puniſhed that bring 

an evil name upon a Virgin; and in 1 Cor. 7. it is 
thus, If a Virgin marry ſhe hath not ſinned; 


- and was not Jepthas daughter of Iſraella verty- 


ous Uirgin, who will ingly ſubmitted her ſelfe 
fo: a ſacrifice to fulũ il her Fathers vom: And 

did not Chzilt compare the five wile Uirgins [| 
tothe kingdome of heaven But amongſt - 
ther Air gins, me thinks 7 ſhould not bury in 
oblivion the memoꝛyot our famous Country» 
woman, Elizabeth, late Quene of England. 

whofa her time was accounted the Phenix of 


Chaitendom, aud admired foꝛ vertue and wil⸗ 
ome ghout the woꝛld She kept her land 


c and her fozreigne enemies in awe; 
ly religious, fo2 which the Loꝛd e⸗ 
d her to her end; and thus much ile 


er (in ſpight of envious detractozs ).ſhe 
V. dye d 
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is beſoze ſaid ) above all the creatures this 


rious, c unconſtant; they axe double tong 


—_— — 
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da Uirgin Que 


dyed 4 god woman, an 
x in bziet related ſeme 
 Lbnohape I ta bil 


ed 
the ſacred Sc:iptures-jn_ 
defence of god, vertuous, and harmieſſe wo- | 
men, but it there be any that will not beleve 
the ſame, let them heare what St. baul ſaith 
unto them; V nbeleevers ſhall not enter into e- 
verlaſting reſt. And now in my opinion it is 
unch2iftian, uncharitable, and immodett, fog 
amp man ſo bitterip to erpeigh and waife a. 
ainſt a woman, which natarally he ſhonlp 
ve,cheriſh,and honour (foz many relpecs, ag 


wozld. 3 muſt confeſſe that the conditions am 
humours of ſome fantaftickmen are fickle ya: 


ant faiſe hearted, they will pzoteſt, and ſay one 
thing, and meane another, as fs t many gay 
women have formd by wofull erperſence ; fo 


when they ſue fo? love, oh, what diſemblng, 


teares, keigned ſiches, dep pꝛoteſtations ſo« 
lemn vowes, large pꝛomiſes, and flatfering 
ſpeches will pꝛocæd from their difembling 
lips - now many a gentle and tender hearted 
Woman and Paid hath conipaſſonatcd and 
pittyed their Crocadiitanteares, and bel ved 
their per iur d vowee, which oftentimes hath 
pꝛocured their ſo2zrow; fo2 whenſach falſs men 
have obtained their deſires they grow care⸗ 


lefſe, and flight a woman, ae not woꝛthy g 


their ſocfety ; and foꝛ their lobe. they are requſ⸗ 
ted with repꝛorches, harſh lenguage, ſcoine 
and diſdarne. But J ſpeake not this in 
rall, foꝛ J know there are many pꝛobide 
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Fed to their wives, and are carefull of cheir re: If 
putatton and charge; and J heartily with that 
the number of ſach men were greater, foz then 
lo many god and honeff women ſhould not f&le 
bo much griete, ſozrow,and miſery,as both they 
| and their families doe now ſuftaine. 
| J could have wzitten moze amply both Di⸗ 
SEEDED: 
exam 
1 give ſome isfaction to the courteous and af- 
eader, hoping none will diflike, 83 
taue exceptions unleſle it be thofe car: 
| ping crificks befoze ſpoken of, which hath 
witten ſobffterly and ſcoffingly againſt the 
wozthy Sex of women; but J could wiſh 
them fo petition fo2 pzace, and fo make their 
recanta tions, and to confefſe their follies, fo; 
thus J falute them: 4 1 
Blufh foulc envie, and give o're, 
Split your Pens, and write no more, 
Silent be, and hold your tongue, 
Sue for pardon, (that did wrong 
Vertue, goodneſſe, modeſty ) B 
which kinde hearts will not deny. 


— — 


| A carefull tots good cou ſall to a carcleſſe b 2d Huſ- 
1 band, in a Dialogue. 


's Woman. 

(GOod counſell ne're is out of date, 
( Pray Husb ind heare me ſpeake) 
But if to me you le give no care, 

I thinke my heart will brenke; 
refull thoughts poſſeſſe my minde, 
Jzerh in my breit, 


t 


a A x 


ty head is troublec — 
that 1 can take no reſt. 

| Man, 
f you will needs turne Counſellor, 
then at the Bar go plead, 
Ido not like this Lecture well 
that you to me do read; 
But if your heart and head doth ake 

you may lye down to ſleep, 

And there I ſhall not heare you prate, 
nor ſuch a coile to keep. 


Waman. 
You know how every one complaines, 
the world is grown ſo bad, 
All trading now is quite decay'd, 
no work is to be had 
h d all proviſſon is grown deare, 
© | bread, butter, cheeſe, and meat, | 
U Fiſh, roots, ſope, candles, oat-meale, caales, 
r | the price of all is great. 
7 | Man. 
All do complaine the world is bad, 
that helps to make it ſo; 
And if that I no work can get 
then I to play muſt go; 
ndeed my Purſe it doth complaine, 
that victuals they are deare, 
But the Exciſe doth grieve me molt 
that's ſet on Ale, and Beere. 
Woman. 
Ilas, proviſion muſt be had 
i we a houſe will keep, 
And for to run upon the ſcore 
it quickly will grow deep 3 | 
Dur children, they want hoſe and ſhooes, 
and cloathes unto their back, 
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men, 
2 

e 
— ks befoze C f hath 
ping criftcks befoze ſpoken of, which 
wittten ſo bitterly and ſcoffingly againſt the 


wozthy Sex of women; but J could wiſh 
dem to petition fo2 peace, and fo make their 


recantattons, and to confefſe their follies, fo 2 


thus J ſalnte chem: 4 


Blufh foule envie, and give o're, 
Split your Pens, and write no more, 
Silent be, and hold your tongue, 
Sue for pardon, (that did wrong 
Vertue, goodneſſe, modeſty ) 
which kinde hearts will not deny. 


1 


A carefull Wives good cou iſall to a careleſſe bad Huſ- 
band, in a Dialogue. 


Woman. 
Ood counſell ne're is out of date, 
(Pray Husb ind heare me ſpeake) 
But if to me you le give no care, 
I thinke my heart will brenke; 
refull thoughts poſſeſſe my minde, 
zeth in my breſt, 


A 


bead is troublec > war 
that 1 can take no re 
| Man, 
If you will needs turne Counſellor, 
then at the Bar go plead, 

Ido not like this Lecture well 
that you to me do read; | 
But if your heart and head doth ake 

you may lye down to ſleep, 

And there I ſhall not heare you prate, 
nor ſuch a coile to keep. 


Woman. 
You know how every one complaines, 
the world is grown ſo bad, / 
All trading now is quite decay d, - e 
no work is to be had 
h d all provifion is grown deare, -- — — 
e | bread, butter, cheeſe, and meat, | 
h JF iſh, roots, ſope, candles, oat-meale, coalet, 
Ir | the price of all is great. 
7 Man. 
All do complaine the world is bad, 
that helps to make it ſo; 
And if that I no work can get 
then I to play muſt go; 
ndeed my Purſe it doth complaine, 
that victuals they are deare, 
But the Exciſe doth grieve me molt 
that's ſet on Ale, and Beere. 
Woman. 
| las, proviſion muſt be had 
i we a houſe will keep, 
nd for to run upon the ſcore | . 
it quickly will grow deep; 
Dur children, they want hoſe and ſhooes, 
and cloathes unto their back, 


Fl. +> Our ſhirts, ſmecks , napkir u, towels ſheets; 
all weare, and goe to wrack. ? 
1 Man, 
1 The Chandler I do know hath chalke, 
goe tell him I wili pay, 
And though chat I am in his debt 
I will not run »way 
Tuſh, let the children bare-foot goe, 
the weather is not cold, 
E re thou ſhalt ant ile pawn the ſheetes, 
or elſe they may be ſold. 


Woman. 

* Good Hus band rake another courſe, 
| bY for this is not the way, 

i þ Our Creditors will have their due, 
of you in priſon lay; 

And thoſe which now you think are friends; 
1 ' if you ſhould need, or lack, 

Will all forſake your company, 

and on you turne their back. 

Mon. 

That man which doth moſt mony owe 

his credit is not ſmall, 
To thole I owe, when 1 peu tich 

I meane to pay =_ all ; 

company good fellowes are, 

_ — is my friend, 
Hang mony, tis but dirt and traſh, 

and it was made to ſpend, 

Woman, 

Waſt not your coyne for feare you want, 

and that you ſhould gro poere, 
Your Hoſtis, when your meanes is ſpent 

will turne you out of doore, / 
She loreth none with her fhould ſcore, 
er any mony barrow, | 


| 206 till to morrow. - Wy 
I ruſt * ? 
Tub, tell not me of this, or that, 
thou loveſt for to prate, 


e have my humour come what will, 
= baſenefſe I do hate; 
Go waſh your diſhes, or go ſpin, 
and do not talk to me, 
Ile play, or ramble where I pleaſe, 
and ne're berul'd by thee. 
fe Rl ak 
this courſe of life ſtill take, 
1 not have a diſh 
To waſh, or any other thing 
that will hold fleſh, or faſh 3 
And I may take my wheele and ſpin, 
but you i me {ure will recle ; 
Which is the cauſe thar I and mine 
ſuch miſery doth feele. 
| * 
What, doſt thou think I will be ty d 
alwaies to be at home, 
And have no recreation, 
but fit ſtill like a mome ? 
I am nor of that mettle made, 
but muſt be frank and free, 
And whatſoever thou doſt ſay 
Ile not be rul d by thee. 
Woman, 
If you would ſtay at home and work 
great comfort you ſheuld finde, 
It would be pleaſing unto God, 
and quiet to your minde; 
You might get mony in your purſe, 
and have ſufficient gaine, 
The bread is ſweet with labour get, 


' To ſuch ſhe will this anſwer make; — JS 


Habe e breath you ſpend it is in vaine, 
e unto the wall oa 
| 1 dopleale to work, ile works © 
9 when I bs pleaſt ile play, Bis . 
And tot 
to drive ad care away. 
* Woman. 
To drink and ſwill diſtempers you, 
.  difeaſes ir will breed, 
And thoſe wikich too much uſeck i it 
have no defire to feed; , 
ke fpoyles the braine and memory; 5 
ſo doth your Ind ian ſmoake, 
Which Rinkes, that all are neare the babe 
. | they ready are to choke.” | 
Man. 
A Foole, or a Phifitian, - 
thou one of them muſt be, 
1 wonder where you learn d this Art, 
vou have great skill Ice : 
. Good drink (you foole) it breeds good blond, 
tis meat, and drink, and cloth, 
Tobacco drycth up the Rhame, 
and Flegme thats is like froth, 
VVoran. 
Wall, I perceive my words ate wind: 
my counſell you diſdajne, 
All the intreaties I can uſe 
I ſee they are in vaine : | 
Bur if you follow ſtill this courſe, 
' ” and Me conſume and ſpend, 


We all hall tamiſh, ED KE. 
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